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From the President
Happy Fall Y’all
should be a good and busy month. We
October
begin with great fall weather, what a joy it is.
The Waxhaw Autumn Treasures festival is
Saturday and Sunday, October 9 and 10. Richard
DiFranco is in charge of that event, but we can use
as many as can help. No one is expected to attend the
whole thing, but come when you can and stay as
long as you can. Richard will appreciate your
help, and it will benefit the club.
The Matthews Farmer’s Market has invited us back on the 30th. Keep that date open
as it is an opportunity to spread the word about carving. It should be a very pleasant
time carving under the tent and spreading the word about our
hobby. We will be able to hand out the 2022 Showcase flier as
The Matthews
well. Great opportunity.
Again, we continue to have members return Tuesdays. If you
can, please join us on Tuesday anytime from 9am to 6pm. We
have novice to advanced carvers, young to old, carving
everything from bark houses to caricatures to chip carvings and
birds. The conversation is inviting as well. Fun by all.

Farmer’s Market has
invited us back on
the 30th.

Speaking about birds, Lee Servatius held a Chickadee carving class in September.
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President’s message continued

You will see more information and photos later in this edition. I had fun and
learned a lot. Thanks Lee for taking the time, I think everyone enjoyed the
class and learned a lot.

“When black cats prowl and pumpkins gleam, May luck be yours on
Halloween. – Author Unknown”
Bold Carving
Neil McGuire
Charlotte Woodcarvers Club
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From the Editor
It is October, a month of pumpkins and scary costumes.
Woodcarving joins in on the fun to be sure.
Check out the article in the fall issue of Woodcarving
Illustrated Spooky Jack-O’-Lantern Caricature by Matt
Kincade.
There is also a book out on pumpkin carving, Extreme
Pumpkin Carving by Vic hood & Jack A. Williams. A review
of this book can be found on the Wood
Chip Chatter blog by carverbobk.
Might be something you would want to
carve for your house or your children or grandchildren.
Also, I would like to get your input to the newsletter. Please
email suggestions to editor@charlottewoodcarvers.com.
I think a Q & A section of the newsletter would be nice. If
you have a question, use the same email. I will get an
answer and publish it in the next issue.

Pumpkins by Joe Davis

Special Announcement from Ray Branch:
The Triad Woodcarvers has partnered with ReadWS – a non profit
organization with a mission to mentor elementary school children in reading,
writing and spelling – to cosponsor our first art show. This is a display and sale
of paintings and woodcarvings primarily – but will also include jewelry and
ceramics. Thirty of some of the finest artists from Winston Salem will be
selling their art as well as thirty one woodcarvers from the Triad Woodcarvers
as well as other Clubs. We anticipate 250-300 carvings for sale.
David Boone from Burnsville will have on display several of his Best of Show
carvings to support the art of woodcarving and the Triad Woodcarvers.
Darlene Tarleton has carved a special carving for this event as well.
Joe Davis and Neil McGuire are participants in this show.
Saturday, Nov. 6, 10am to 3pm. 875 West Fifth St, Winston Salem, NC.
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Chickadee Carving
Lee Servatius taught a 3 week class on carving a chickadee.
We started with a blank that Lee made at home. It was basically the
comfort bird that most of us carved as a novice. Week one was
carving the basic shape. Week 2 added detail and final cuts. Week 3 put
the eyes, feet on it, and painted.

Lee’s Chickadee
I must qualify that; no one has gotten their feet on, nor painted their bird. We are
obviously a slow class, however, Lee is very patient with us, thankfully.
If you have not taken one of the classes put on by a club member, you should try it.
Here are some photos from the class.

Butch’s chickadee
became a finch.
There are no
mistakes, just
design changes.
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Carver Profile: Wilfred Cooper
By: Steve Stillitano
Steve S. When did you start carving and why?
Will: After retiring from a Foreign Service overseas career, I
realized I hadn’t developed any at-home hobbies. My gaze
frequenting the carvings I had purchased decades before in
Oberammergau Germany, I decided in 2016 to learn to carve.
On YouTube I found SharonMyArt tutorials “How to Carve a
Little Person”. I carved ‘em and also carved a sequenced stepby-step Little Person. After a couple years carving solo and
wanting to carve with others, I searched the internet and
found a very resourceful and active club website: Charlotte
Woodcarvers. In 2018 I called Rod Gatlin,
told him my story and Rod let me know he
had a seat available for a Wildacres class. I
attended and met a very welcoming,
talented and humorous group of
woodcarvers and expert instructors. I am
also a member of the North Carolina
Woodcarving Association (NCWA meets
monthly in Cary).
Steve S. What do you like to carve?
Will: Caricatures and
cotton wood bark
whimsical cottages.
Steve S. What do you
want to learn?
Will: At a recent Wildacres class, a fellow
student humorously commented that I carve
like I am making a Lego block and that I
should learn to carve more organically
(note: in my defense, I was blocking-in the
shoe area). My at-home carving focus in on
Faces. Ron Dowdy (NCWA) recommended to
me Pete LeClair’s book Carving Caricature
Heads & Faces and I am having fun carving
bottle-topper heads, step-by-step, and maybe
organically.
Steve S. What other interest/hobbies do you have?
Will: Joy driving a ’57 Chevy, fancy rope work and restoring vintage
mechanical clock movements. For light reading, I am enjoying Andrea
Camilleri’s Inspector Montalbano (Sicilian mysteries).
If you are interested in providing a Carver Profile, please email Stephen
Stillitano at stephenstillitano@yahoo.com. You simply have to answer the 4
questions above and provide a couple of pictures.
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Announcements
Weekly Carving Meetup
▪

Club carving on Tuesdays from 9am to 6pm.
Come when you can, leave when you must.

▪

We carve at the Cathcart Center, Carmel
Presbyterian Church

The 39th Showcase of Woodcarvings
April 1-3, 2022 Show
Theme is Anything Tom Wolfe
Correction: the September issue had an
incorrect photo of Tom Wolfe. It should have
been Pete Ortel.

Registration for the Showcase will
begin the first week in November.
Entry fees have not changed, but the
Prize Money has been increased to
$2500 with more opportunities to
win. More information to follow.

From Bill Johnson:
I’m really excited about this particular announcement!
John C. Campbell Folk School is an extraordinary place!
My first time there, I had the good fortune to register
for one of Wayne Barton’s advanced chip carving
classes. I loved everything about the class and about
The Folk School. So needless to say, when he decided to
reduce his long-standing cross-country travel schedule,
including two trips a year to Brasstown, NC, and asked
if I was still interested in assuming those classes, I was
thrilled!
This is me, letting you know how much I’d love to have
you join us in just a few months, January 10-14, for an
intermediate-to-advanced level class. If you’re still
interested, I’d love to hear from you. But first, let the
Registrar at The Folk School, hear from you. This class
is limited to 10 students! We already close to one-half
that many registered.
The Registration process is painless. If you get into the
class (or told that you’ll be next, please call to let me
know at: 828-226-6040. Oh yes, you’ll find the answer to
the question you’ve been wanting to ask all along,
"What will we be carving?”
Class Information Page: https://
www.carolinamountainreefs.com/classes1.html#/
Blog Page with expanded information: https://
www.carolinamountainreefs.com/chip-carving-newsblog#/

Issue 39

Page 6

Number 9

Wood Chip Chatter
By carverbobk
Used by permission

STROPPING YOUR KNIFE
by Del Stubbs, Pinewood Forge

During this post we continue that never ending discussion on stropping.
Today, however, we learn some significant information from Del Stubbs on
how to choose a strop and compound, and the correct way to strop your
knife. In this section, Del also briefly introduces us to hones and honing
your knife.
Stropping is the most important form of sharpening.
However, careless stropping can easily round and ruin a
tool’s edge. The secret is careful stropping with good
materials. A standard woodcarvers leather strop
with good compound and good technique is all
that is needed to keep most tools working well
most of the time. We don’t recommend
jewelers rouge (red compound) – it’s made for
polishing soft metals. We have chosen to sell a stropping compound called
White Gold because it works quickly and has a good consistency for
applying to a strop, but there are many good carvers stropping compounds
available, learning how to use well what you have is the main idea.
How to strop: When stropping, lay the tool flat on the leather, polishing the
whole surface with solid pressure. The tool’s edge will compress slightly
into the softness of the leather – this will form the necessary microscopic
bevel at the edge. Press firmly – using a few strokes in both directions
should be enough to bring a slightly dull tool back to razor sharpness. For
some people it helps to push firmly down on the tool with a finger as it is
being stropped. Many knives are slightly flexible – this means that you
must raise the handle slightly toward the end of the stroke to apply
pressure to the tip. If this isn’t done to straight edge knives – they tend to
get narrower in the middle – forming a convex shape. …
The complete article can be found at: https://woodchipchatter.com/

You can join Bob’s mailing list and receive weekly tips by going to:
https://woodchipchatter.com/
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